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IN REPLY REFER TO:

3482
u-82202
(uT-e23)

Canyon Fuel CompanY, LLC
c/o Ark Land Company
HC 35 Box 380
Helper, Utah 84526
Attn: Mark Bunnell

Re: Approval of Request to Continue Drilling Operations on Exploration License U-82202,
Muddy Creek Area, Sanpete and Sevier Counties, Utah

Dear Mr. Bunnell,

On November 1,2006, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received a request from Ark

Land Company, a subsidiary of Arch Coal, Inc., to continue exploration drilling on Exploration

License UTU-82202 issued August26,2005. Difficult drilling at other sites in an adjacent

license and weather conditions hindered the completion of E-05 last drilling season. A revised

completion schedule received April 27 ,2007, detailing the activities to be conducted on license

this season, is attached.

Consultation with the Manti-La Sal National Forest, the surface management agency, reaffirmed

the need to survey the area for the presence of, sage grouse, and elk calving and fawning
(incubation) activity. A raptor survey was conducted by Tetra Tech, Inc. of Salt L,ake City,

Utah, on May 14-17,2007. This survey, of the remaining drill sites on this and adjacent license

UTU-84198, the proposed flight lines, and other areas in which activities are proposed, was

conducted in accordance with an amended raptor survey plan approved by the Manti-La Sal

National Forest. No goshawks or sage grouse were observed within the project area (including

flight lines) and no wildlife issues were observed/identified within the area of this year's

activities.
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The BLM approves the continuation of drilling on UTU-82202 pursuant to the license' 
stiilulations already in effect. All drilling and reclamation activities must be completed by
August 25,2007, at which time the license forthis exploration will expire.

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA), Office of the
Secretary, in accordance with the regulations contained in 43 CFR Part 4, and the enclosed Form
1842-1. If an appeal is taken, your notice of appeal must be filed in this office (at the above
address) within 30 days from receipt of this decision. The appellant has the burden of showing
that the decision appealed from is in enor.

-,ili/'l\i t

Chief. Branch of Solid Minerals

Enclosure
l. Form 1842-l

cc: District Ranger, Ferron/Price Ranger District, Manti-La Sal National Forest
Forest Supervisor, Manti-La Sal National Forest
Director of Mining, Utah Division of Oil Gas and Mining
Field Office Manager, Price Field Office

2007 Muddy License plan UTU-82202 5-21-07 GH-SA
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Skyline Mines
HC35Box 380
Helper, Utah 84526
435-M8-2633

Apr. 23,2007

Mr. Gregg Hudson
Bureau of Land Management
Utah State Office
PO Box 45155
Salt Lake City, Utah 84145-0155

Re: Continuation of drilling operations, Muddy Exploration License UTU-82202 (Hole

E-05), and Muddy Exploration License UTU-84198 (Holes 4-06, C-06, and D-06), Plan
Summary

Dear Gregg:

As per our discussion, the following is a summary plan for resumption and continuation
of operations on Exploration Licenses UTU-82202 andUTU-84198 in the Muddy area.
A map of the plan is attached (Map l).

l. Hole C:06 will be continued (redrilled) with a smaller fruck-mounted wireline oore

rig. Since most of the waterline for C-06 is still in place we will likely set a pump via

helicopter in Muddy Creek at the permitted location and continue providing water to C-
06 as last year. To minimize traffrc on the Big Ridge access route, particularly in wet
conditions, some helicopter support will be utilized for moving of drill rod and other
supplies to C-06. Upon completion of drilling, reclamation activities on Big Ridge will
commence as permitted.

Z. Hole E-05 will be continued with a skid-mounted wireline core rig the same as last
year. This year we plan to set and support the rig with helicopter. We plan to continue
traveling to the site along the temporary access route until the hole is completed. The
access route will be reclaimed upon completion as per the permitted plan.

3. Hole D-06 will be drilled entirely with helicopter support. The currently-permitted
access route will not be constructed. Waterline will be placed via helicopter and/or
horse.

4. Hole A-06 will be drilled with helicopter support. The currently-permitted access

route will not be constructed. We plan to utilize ATV's on the existing two-track trail for

general access to the rig. Water will be pumped to the site from Quitchupah Creek. If,

due to the low water year, Quitchupah Creek does not contain sufficient water, we will

haul water from the frac tank at Muddy Creek to the tank at Quitchupah Creek for hole

. - - .
Ark Land ComPanY
c/o Canyon Fuel Co-, LLC



A-06. Upon completion, the existing trail to A-06 will'be reclaimed as per the permitted
plan

5. Upon completion of the various hole locations, reclamation and waterline recovery
will commence.

Up to two drill rigs will be utilized simultaneously. The currently planned drilling
sequence is as follows:

1) Hole C-06 (truck rig) and Hole E-05 (heli-rig) driiled first
2) Upon completion of E-05, heli-rig moves to D-06
3) Upon completion of C-06, truck rig moved off and Big Ridge reclamation begins
4) Second heli-rig moved onto ,{-06 to be run by C-06 drill crew.

It is possible that holes E-05 and D-06 will not be drilled. In that event, the alternate
waterline route to C-06 from Quitchupah creek may be utilized (Map l).

Helicopter support will be utilized as much as possible to minimize hauling of heavy
loads across the Big Ridge access route as well as eliminate the need for construction of
access routes to D-06 and ,4.-06

If you have questions, please call me at 435-448-2633 (Skyline) or 435-286-4403
(Sufco).

Sincerely,*fr,/-,
/

Mark Bunnell
Geologist
Encl.



Form lE4?-f
(September 2005) IJNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MA}IAGEMENT

INFORMATION ON TAKING APPEALS TO THE INTERIOR BOARD OF LAND APPEALS
DO NOT APPEAL LINLESS

l. This decision is adverse to you,
AND

2. You believe it is incorrect
IF YOU APPEAL TITE FOLLOWING PROCEDUEEq IVTST BE FOLLOWED

T. NOTICE OF
APPEAL....

A person scrved witb thc decision being appcaled must bansrnit tbe notice of 4ppcal in timc for it to be filed in the officewhere it is requircd to bc filed wi*rin ro-aays after tr,. a"l" 
"r 

service. If ;dc;;;oD is pubtishcd in thc FEDERALREGISTE& a person nol scrved witb the dccision must transmit a noticc of appeal i" ;;" for ir to bc filed *it io 30 daysaftcr the date of publication (43 CFR 4.41I and 4.413).

2. WHERE TO FILE
NOTICE OFAPPEAL

wlTH COPY TO
soLlcIToR...

Bureau olLand Managerrrcnt, utah State office, P. o. Bor 45155, salt trke ciry, urah g4145-t151 or
XT"r" 

of Land Managerrrcnt, Urah State Officc, 440 Wcsr 200i;",h Suite 500, Salr t-akc City, Urah g4l0l

Regional soriciror, Room 620r, rzs south sratc srreet, salr hke ciry, urall g4iil

3. STATEMENT OF REASONS

WITH COPY TO
SOLICITOR

within 30 days affer filing the Noticc of Appeal, Filc a complctc statement of thc reasons why you arc appcaring. This m'st bc
[:"*lt"i"":I'?g*'!lii-*0"ffi:::j,*],:TTrgg;;::lH*IT.s,; t;;;: intuo, soad orr^.fr appears, 8orN' Quincv Street, Ms 300-Qc, Arrington, virginia zizoi. 

-riv'" 
i"rr"v r"{fiffi?#il"'dT##,ilT#Tii,i;tfilNoticc of Appcal, no additionar statement ii necessary (43 cFR l.qtz ana 4.413). 

E ''s ror aPPcalrng wl

and

Regional soriciror, Room 6201, 125 south st"re srecq salt Lakc ciry, urah g4l I I

a. ADVERSE pAnT1ES...,....,,......, Wirf,in 15 d.yt.Rcr.rcb doc.oi.d i! fihd. c.ch rdvcnc D.ry n ',,cd ir br dDcilirrd jd * *"Ur-.r 5*JJEIsolicitot havi.t jutisdicliqr ovc. thc st'tc iD whi.trrc 
"ppci 

rioac nnurt 
".r.a 

i,TC ll# * (r) .trc Ndicc of A'gcd,
.*,*n,y:ffi;,:r,"1 Ti,*Jll_:y-,1Eg$: r.,l"d.{tcil.i,r. 

.i;oitl,,_ 
"o*cr*,trc ur..nddisposition of public lands, including land Jctections undcr the Ar*d;;;d#'#1rffiJfi;:"1trffi,||[: #fibe made upon tbe Associated solicitor, Division of Land and warer Rcsourccs, offi"";i;;'i;fi;rJfiH;r-"rrt of thclntcrior' washinglon, D'c' 2024.' If thc decision concems thc usc_and disposition ofmincral rssourccs, scrvice witt made

i-ffi,H.fil.::lfrf 
icitor, Division of Minerat n"rou*"r, oflicc of the soriciloi, u.s. Departm;t 

"i 
thc rnterior,

5'PRooFoFsEnucE--- 
#Hi"t*H,'""*f.Ti;*ff*;'"d.-;ld":*trltitcFo.rororrslrvic.r"*un*.,.*iffi
vi.,zitirzzzos.lhk nrev consi< of r cr*"- - j:::f-1{l*1ryh.tol N..Qdtrcv strcr, vs soo-ac, ,{I["6virginia 222a3- rhis mav consisr oru c"rtnea or registered '*ir "R;.#'R;iltil:tJJo fft }|n,"[;ffiif[|ta.a0l(c)).

6' RDQUEST Fon srAY " " " Exccp( wlE ! Fotra.t-gccific r.gur.lioDs ptlcc rhjr d!ci!i6 iD full forcc .!d clrccr on Fovidr fq ,,, rutq,,ric st y, hG
f,ffit.Hffi.$HTn:LlZ1n""l*,*.*t.1. *-fi;; =.fi:ff. 

pcr,u-, ror, 5..y ir ri,rErynfed togcther with a Notice of Appeot iar crn r.zr1. rr you fifii ;#: ;,rTifil#T.; ffin$ffY"i':'ffi',:dccision during the timc that yo.r 
"ppeai 

is bcing reviiwed 6y ,rr" Inrerior go"rd oi-I;a .npp""ts, thc pctition for a stay mustaccompany yo'r notice of appeal (43 cFR 4-21 or 43 cF{ 2804.1). A petitioiioi" rt"y is required to show suflicientjustification based on the standards listed below. copics of thc Norice ofApiealand petition for a Stay musi also be subrninedto cach Party named in this decision and to the Inrcrior Board of Lano nppiirs 
"na 

to trr. appropriatc offrce of the solicits (43cFR 4'413) at the same time tbe originat docurnents arc filed with this om".. rt*;q*sr a stay, you havc the burden ofproof to dcmonstrate that a stay should be granted.

standards for obtaining a Stay' Except * 
?ftT-ptgvided by law. or,other pcrtinenr regularions, a pctition for a stay of adecision pending appealsball show sufficient justification basei on orc followiig r;;;;, (l) ttrc relative harm ro thc partics

;l:fft;ffilTr"":,:lTi:,fl*^:n:l,p:$ :l:f "iF,,* sucoess on rhe merits, (3) thc rikcrihood of immediarc andirreparable harm if the stay is nor granred, and (4) *t 
"t1,", 

tr," fuii;;;;;;; ffi;;;';JI",

:ff;tfffilffi1XJ:','St 
t'* "*d will br sBbj!€t !o disrnislal (43 cFR 4.{t2). Bc c'rriD ihrt .! conunuDiclrioi! r,. n otiricd by 5!ri!r

lffi# *l#i: H"'flit T#js 
icturllv rcc€ivrd in thc propq omcE (43 cFR 4.,r0t(s))- scc'43 CFR p.n4, !ub9.n b fo, scncf.l nic, Et.tinr b

{Continued on page 2)



43 CTR ST'BPART IE2T-GENERAL INTORMATION ' .

c- tr?||n wl,.rr c BLM ofticcs loc.rcrn (e) lb addhioD lo rhc Hcaalquancrr Otncc in lv.shington, D.C. aDd s.vcn nllional lcvcl lopo"r -A *r"lc. 
"cnrtrl

;;M-;;;;* it il" O{fic6 .sch lravint scvcrl lutsidiart oflrc.r ctllcd FiGld Ofiic.r. Th. ridt!s.6 ofthr sbt ofiic.t 6tr b. fould iD tl rull tlcct cdirioo of

Iitldrili.ro. Thc strtc o{fict gcogtrPhic'l erct! ofjurildiction trr ts followt:

STATE OFFICES AND AREAS OF JUNSDICTION:

atr"fr Sut Offic" *- eUrt"
Ari2o Sllt. Olficr -- Anzod -
C-rtifornir Su!. Offt(r -- Crlifororr
colortdo st t. officc ----- colo6'to

i-ffii",. Ofii* .--- Aikrnsas, lowr, l-ouisian.' Minnclor., Mi!.outi
' 

.nd. .ll Sbtcs cssr ofrbG Mississilpi Rivct

f&ho Strtc Ofticc -_- Idrbo
i;;]|;;'itf6* ---- Mont n.' Norrh Datot' and sourh Dlkotr

Ncv.d! St tc Ofiic! __- Ncv.d.
ii". il"ti* stitc omcr -- Ncy Mc'(ico' Ktnsrs' Okl'hoBr rtd TGr..

;;i;; otr* -*- -o'c3oo 
rld washhgon

ut|h srdr ofrtcc €. utlo
il*--g s"t om* -_ wvoming rnd Ncbnslr

/1,t a ri.. .rfi.,rh.s- rddE$Gr, rnd ctcogr.phrc.l !rrr5 ofjufudicrion of.ll Ficld oficca oftha Bun u oflrrd MlDlgcmcft c.r li obrriEd.t thc .bovc ddrr.r..

;;r;k;;;;B;.u of tlnd Mcn gdncn! incl$dir8 rhc wrsbingron Offtcc, Bl|Itru oflrnd MrIstrtrrDt,lt{9 C St!d, Nw, Wuhitsroo, DC 2(Di||,.

(F6D l&r2-1, S€ptcmbfi 26Ot
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